Karst : Geological Impact

Karst : Government Guidelines
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Notes:

. Drillholes terminated on competent marble rock lens within a solution or collapse cavity infilled with a soil
matrix, i.e. not founded on sufficiently load bearing ground.

. Steeply dipping irregular rockhead makes defining DH termination depths and therefore founding level for

bored piles difficult.

. Cavity infill with possible voids below rockhead and base of bored pile, which may cause bearing capacity /
settlement problems.

. Folding in competent bedrock may result in weak or broken ground and require deeper piles.

Karst Gl : Supervision

The involvement of an appropriately experienced and
qualified engineering geologist to consult on the scope,
sufficiency and findings of ground investigations (Gl) is
especially important for surface and sub-surface
developments in the metasedimentary and marble-
bearing rocks of Hong Kong. Rarely is the geological
model and fullness of information more important in
Hong Kong GlI.

Useful Publications Specific to
Karst in HK




